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BLAXHALL- 


There was only ever going to be one thing on the front page of our Autumn Newsletter, and that 
was October's unprecedented rainfall and the subsequent flooding. The photo above, taken 


ago. 


We have lots more 
photos on page 5, 
together with a detailed 
update (attached) on 
the ongoing project to 
help reduce the amount 
of water impacting our 
roads and, worst of alll, 
properties. 


at Beversham, shows water levels not seen in living 
memory, and inevitably brings to mind the photo we 
published last year of people in a rowing boat floating 
above the road at Beversham some 120 years ago. The 
shot on the left was taken where the drift at Stone 
Common meets Rectory Road, shortly after the rain 
eased on that unforgettable Friday morning. It’s 
undoubtedly worse than I’ve ever witnessed, and my 83 
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year old mother said she’s only seen a similar amount of 
water here once, when she was a child, more than years 
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| i Ga Church News = 
Good News from St Peter's 
Dloc ee ofS ermundsbuy The PCC of Si Peter's are delighted to 
announce that we have finally found 


From: The Office of the Gishop of St E¢rmurctibury ard lonmich . . 
Ihe Bares He, ¢ Put Saad toch Bt 3T ourselves a priest. See left for details: 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT aoe bod 

Subject to appropriate datutory checks and references AS exciting as this is for the churchgoers 


amongst us, what will probably be of 


te mee ee nee greater interest to the vast majority is Rob's 

FULL NAME @ TITLE The Revd Robert Leveritt 7 . . 

pee Gee meal career prior to ordination. To quote his CV: 
eee ere 2002-2019: Freelance Sound Recordist and 

TELEPHONE NO: 07802 697050 Photographer 

EMAIL: (ob.oneleviemas.com 


As an ex-BBC, Freelance Sound Recordist, | 
cost: Assistant Curate : The Parish of the Trandiguration, travelled to all seven continents, with 
ok saunas extended periods of time away from 


foe oT home. The work included documentary, 
MOVEMENT TO: entertainment and natural history 
reer ee oe programmes. Including: 
OIOCESE: & Eérmurdshasy ord loach 
— LAA - 2011 North Pole expedition. 
NEW TELEPHONE NO: & above - 2013 South Pole expedition. 
ou: aden - 2015 Big Blue Live (Live Underwater 
aR ee broadcast) 

t-te nears - 2012-2019 Gardeners World 

Photography- 


1am a published photographer with an enthusiasm for beautiful portraiture, subtle weddings 
and creative corporate photography including work for charities. | have worked for several 
businesses including, Fiona Cairns Cakes and undertaken travel photography during film 
shoots. Photo credits include: Around the World in 80 Gardens, Promotional images for Harrys 
Arctic Heroes and a one-off image in GQ Magazine. 


Rob and his family will probably arrive sometime towards the end of February. We will have a 
village party to welcome him and his family to Blaxhall. 


NB. Christmas Day services; there will be no Christmas Day service at Blaxhall this year, but the 
following options are available around the Benefice: 9.30 Family Service at Benhall, 
9.30 Morning Worship at Gt Glemham, 10.00 Morning Worship at Sternfield. 
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| i Wi Council News 


Parish Council 


We have just experienced the worst rainfall for over 100 years and suffered severe flooding on 
the roads, along with other nearby villages. 


Worse than this, 4 houses in the village were inundated with water and sand and our hearts go 
out to those devastated home owners. Fighting the floods has become a constant battle as 
climate change brings about heavier and more frequent rain events. To that end the Parish 
Council has been trying to find a way forward. We have at last been able to secure an onsite 
meeting with our Suffolk County Council area engineer and had a very positive discussion to 
see what can be achieved. Jonathan Cutting has written an excellent report of the meeting, 
which is attached to this newsletter and we now have a better understanding of the various 
responsibilities. We will now engage with farmers who are the main actuaries, armed with full 
knowledge of what their responsibilities really are. Our aim will be to improve the farm 
entrances, ditches and other drainage issues, we will keep you allinformed of our progress. 


One immediate result is that we have been able to get Snape Lane opened much earlier than 
originally planned, which I'm sure you will all appreciate. 


Graham 


Village Hall and Playing Field. 


As you all know we have been trying to get grants towards new play equipment on the playing 
field. Unfortunately as a direct result of Covid the criteria has changed for applications and we 
just don't have good enough argument for a small village with very few children. This is very 
disappointing as nearly all the play equipment has now been condemned by ourrecent safely 
report. On Saturday November 25th we are going to remove the dangerous items and in the 
afternoon we are having a work party to replace the coronation tree and plant 500 bulbs on 
the playing field, any volunteers will be very welcome. We have some funds to replace the 
swings and will be ordering a new multi swing apparatus and will add more equipment as and 
when funds allow. 


Christmas has come around quickly and the village hall party is planned for 16th December. 
Thanks to social media, at the time of writing most tickets are already sold. If you haven't got 
yours already please ring me as soon as possible. 


Graham 688192 
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Readers of the Ebb & Flow may recall that a couple of months back, on the Local History page, | 
announced the acquisition of some records from Blaxhall rectory. They came to me following the 
death earlier this year of one David Browne, whose father, Edwin, was rector of Blaxhall from the 
early 1950s through to the early 70s. Born in Lincolnshire In 1908, Edwin Stafford Browne was one of 
four brothers, and the progeny of a rather interesting family. Keen viewers of the BBC’s Who Do 
Think You Are? may remember the 2007 episode featuring John Hurt, where the actor of Alien 
fame was painfully disabused of the deeply felt notion that he was the descendent of Irish nobility, 
learning instead that his ‘Browne’ ancestry led back to some very deeply buried family secrets 


It was a complex jigsaw, with several pieces missing, that the BBC researchers never fully got a 
handle on (or perhaps chose discretion), although | did get a little further with my own digging 
back at the time. | might expand on the lengthy details in a future edition, but for now suffice to say 
that John Hurt’s grandmother and our Edwin’s father were siblings, so were similarly subject to the 
manoeuvrings of their forbears. 


Returning to Blaxhall rectory, Edwin was a much-loved incumbent, married to a local girl and very 
much involved in all aspects of Blaxhall life. The surviving papers show that he remained keenly 
interested in Blaxhall happenings long after his retirement to Lincolnshire. His stay at the rectory 
harks back to a very different time, when even a small village like ours still had a priest all to itself. It’s 
a sign of how far things have changed, that even with the combined 8 parishes now making up 
our benefice the newly appointed rector announced on page 2 will still not be working full time in 
that capacity, but is in fact an ‘80% appointment’. If we go back a little further, the difference 
becomes even more glaring. Prior to the First World War a rectory like Blaxhall would have had at 
least one servant, and at times as many as 2 or 3, as well as a gardener and probably a part-time 
stable lad. The rector would also likely have had a verger, to assist in some of his duties. 


Edwin himself evidently had an interest in the history of the rectory, as the material he handed 


sadly, undated, but the type of print and clues in the image suggest it was taken around 1880-90. 
We'll be featuring some more items from the collection in future issues, so watch this space, and 
please email shane@blaxhall.com if you have any historical suggestions, questions or updates. 
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—_ 2 . s Flooding | = 


As referred to on the front page, and discussed by Graham on page 3, the village witnessed its 
heaviest rain in at least a generation last month, which resulted in a plethora of remarkable 
images being captured. Whilst climate change undoubtedly plays its part, the situation is 
compounded by other factors, particulary changes in land management and reduced 
council budgets. There’s no denying that the photos below are eye-catching and memorable, 
but going forward |'m sure we'd all agree that we'd prefer not to see them too often, so fingers 
crossed the ongoing efforts pay off and progress can be made. 


i ve 
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BCOST - Volunteers Needed! 

Do you love the commons and other green spaces around our village? Would you like to help 
keep those spaces looking beautiful, and providing a habitat for wildlife as well as somewhere 
for us allto walk and enjoy nature? 

Do have any free time at weekends? Would like to get outside, have some healthy outdoor 
exercise and meet other local people? 


BCOST (Blaxhall Commons and 
Open Spaces Charitable Trust) and 
the Blaxhall Tree Warden, Joy Shaw, 
have together scheduled a 

, programme of work parties over the 
autumn and winter, and would love 
to have more volunteers involved. 


Saturday 25" November, 1:00- 
3:00pm, village playing field 
(planting bulbs; mulching trees). 


B= Wednesday 27" December, 1:00- 
3:00pm, Stone Common (hedge 
| planting and mulching; general 
maintenance). 


Monday 1" January 2024, 1:00- 
3:00pm, Stone Common (hedge 
planting and mulching; general 
4 Maintenance). 


If you would like to join us for any of 
these activities, please just drop a 

5 line to BCOST Hon Secretary, Eve 

mY Rossor (email: everossor@gmail.com 
ava OF tel: 01728 688648) for more 

fs) information. We'd be delighted to 

» hear from you! 


In addition, BCOST currently has a vacancy for a trustee, so if you would like to become more 
involved, again contact Eve Rossor for further details. 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust also welcomes volunteers to join its conservation work parties on Blaxhall 
Heath (the big common) on the first Saturday of every month until April. For details of these, 
please contact Aleks Pogroszewski (email: pogro57@gmail.com). 


Newsletters Online =e. 8 Ses See See 
Readers may remember that early this year we announced the Mite: Bai Bx lcd 
introduction of a website, at issue.com/blaxhall, where newsletters — =: —— = = 
would be uploaded after publication and remain freely, easily 
browsable. The system worked well for the next few months, but Issue 
have recently restricted the number of free documents to 4, meaning 
the PC will now have to approve funding in order to restore full 
accessibility. This will hopefully happen at the January meeting, so se se" 
please bare with us and check backin January. Inthe meantime, if you | 
would like one of our earlier editions, just drop me an email requesting 
either a PDF or printed copy. 
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Full Fibre Broadband - Coming to Blaxhall Soon? 

|regret to say that this is in some ways a news item without any news, but having been asked for 
updates by a couple of people recenily, it seems worth clarification. As you can see from 
Openreach’s rollout map below, the arrival of full-fibre broadband (aka fibre to the premises), 
in the main part of Blaxhall is apparently no closer, even though Stone Common has been 
enjoying speeds of up to a gigabit per second (1000mbps) for nearly 18 months. As we’ ve said 
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Key 

ie We've finished the main part of our build 

|| We're building in this exchange 

i We'll be building soon, with services available within 12 months 
HB We'll be building in the future 

This exchange isn't in our major build yet 


St Peter's Church 
Blaxhall 


in earlier newsletters, it’s likely a low priority 
area simply because the current FITC 
speeds are actually not at all bad; with 
most houses being less than 500m from 
the cabinet there is no reason not to see 
consistent soeeds between 30-70mbps 
unless your provider is throttling the 
service, or there are physical problems 
with the line, such as water ingress in joints, 
or the odd shotgun pellet lodgedina wire. 


One possible reason for optimism is that 
Stone Common never did show as 
pending on the rollout map, and still 
doesn't show as connected even now, so 
it might just be that the same thing 
happens to Mill Common, and one day 
you'll glance out of the window to see 
Openreach engineers fitting FITP drop 
points to a pole near you. 


The other possible option is County 
Broadband, the private company who 
were touting for customers 2-3 years ago 


Carol Service 


and have been promising to begin their 
build since early 2023, but so far as I’m I 7th of December 


aware have yet to break ground. If 
anyone has an update on their progress, 
please email us at shane@blaxhall.com. 


at 3pm 
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BLAXHALL parisH COUNCIL 


ac, 


Parish Councillors 


Graham Bowles 01728 688192 (Chairman) Karen Baker 01728 688200 
Shane Pictor 01728 885215 Ray Herring 01728 746337 
Jonathan Cutting 01728 885115 Mark Oakley 01728 687507 
Graham Atkinson 01728 687589 Maria Cooke 


Joanne Peters 01394 459400 (Parish Clerk) 


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor - Tim Wilson 07823 587947 tim.wilson@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 
Suffolk County Councillor - Andrew Reid 07545 423799 andrew.reid@suffolk.gov.uk 
Copies of minutes and agendas can be found at http://blaxhall.onesuffolk.net/parish- 
council/ 


Parish Council meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30 and are open to all parishioners, 
the public and press. The 2023 dates are: Wednesday 4th January, Wednesday 8th March, 
Wednesday 3rd May, Wednesday 5th July, Wednesday éth September and Wednesday Ist 
November. 


Community Transport — “Connecting Communities” 01728 635938 The service booking line 
operates 08.45am to 4pm, Mon-Fri. You can book a pick-up with “Katch” bus service by 
using the app, or by phoning 01728 554455. 


Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust — www.blaxhallcommonstrust.org 
For contact details of all trustees ring Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


The Mobile Library comes to Blaxhall, and stops at The Youth Hostel 9.35 —- 10am calling 
every 4 weeks on Wednesdays: the remaining 2023 date is; 13 December 

Large print, Audio & Childrens' books, also CDs and DVDs are available for a small charge. 
Contact Pete Wells or Helen Hudson on help@suffolklibraries.co.uk, visit the website 
http://suffolkreads.onesuffolk.net/libraries-and-mobiles/or phone 01473 584563 

To put something in the Village Noticeboard, please ring Graham Bowles 01728 688192 
To put something in the Newsletter email to shane@blaxhall.com tel. 01728 688205 


Allotment information contact Sophie Martin on 07724 356916, 
Blaxhall.Allotments@gmail.com 


Tree Warden - Joy Shaw, joyjoyshaw@gmail.com, 01728 688309 
Previous newsletters can be found online at issuu.com/blaxhall 


Newsletter Contact shane@blaxhall.com 


Deadline for next Newsletter - 10° February 
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